Accreditation of the Public Health Programs

Third Community Update

1 June 2009

This is the third update of FHS activity towards accreditation of our Master’s in Public Health program, and our BA and BSc degrees in Health Sciences.

Since our last community update, the Accreditation Self-Study Working group, the Undergraduate Studies Committee, and the Graduate Studies Committee, have met several key milestones in our preparation for accreditation.

Chief among these is the completion of the preliminary draft of our self-study document.  This document (about 230 pages, plus numerous appendices) provides a comprehensive study of our Faculty, including budget, research productivity, curricula, faculty profiles, evaluation methods and processes, and student achievement.  The four chapters of the document have been posted to the website for your review and comment (http://www.fhs.sfu.ca/accreditation-process.  The four chapters are organized as follows:

1. A detailed overview of FHS’ public health programs
2. A description of instructional programs (curricula and core competencies)

3. Creation, application, and advancement of knowledge (i.e. research)
4. A profile of our faculty, staff and students

Please note that this document is only a draft.  Several elements require further refinement over the next 90 days or so, including further work on the core competencies (CEPH suggested that our earlier set of competencies was overly –specific and, if adopted, could have constrained curricular innovation; we’ve drafted a more general set for ratification), collection of data on student achievement, finalization of outcome measures and targets, finalization of TPC criteria and standards, and full reporting on some elements of faculty activity.  For the preliminary self-study we abstracted information on grants, contracts, service, and student participation in service from CVs, and from University/Faculty databases and files.  We will be surveying faculty so that they can verify and correct this information.

This draft has been sent to a peer-review group for comment.  This is not a substantive review of content, but rather an examination of the self-study from a format and material compliance perspective.  A final version of the self-study will be submitted to the site visit committee for substantive review before September 21, 2009.  Our appointed CEPH representative is Ms. Synim N. Rivers.  The chair of the site visit team is David A. Pearson, Everett Sackett Professor (emeritus), University of New Hampshire.  Two other site visit team members will be appointed in July.

What happens now?

· In about a month’s time we will receive detailed comments on our self-study document from the peer-reviewers.  
· Between now and then we will be asking you for some additional information to insure that our self-study is up-to-date and accurate.
· The site visit team will be here on October 19 & 20, 2009.  All affected parties (students, alumni, faculty, staff) will be invited to meet with the site visit team during this time.

· The site visitors will prepare a report for the CEPH Board.  The Board (not CEPH staff) will issue a recommendation regarding accreditation in mid-2010.

As part of the accreditation process, all affected parties (students, alumni, faculty and the practice community) may provide written input into the deliberations of the site visit team. These comments can be sent directly to the Council on Education for Public Health, and must be received no later than September 21, 2009.  CEPH’s address is: 800 Eye St. NW, Suite 202, Washington, DC, 20001-3710 USA.
Comments regarding the self-study document itself may, if desired, be sent for consideration by the Accreditation Self-Study Working Group to Leslie Techy, Faculty of Health Sciences, Simon Fraser University, Burnaby, BC V5A 1S6; ltechy@sfu.ca. 

On behalf of the Accreditation Self-Study Working group, I want to offer my sincere thanks to all of you who have participated in and contributed to this process.
Best,
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Craig R. Janes

Associate Dean, FHS

Chair, ASSWG

